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called an oe 1800 ley 3 at ay request. 2a reply to question* 




bo said ainee April 30 station faoebecoee Tory serious wing to Bavolutton* 

* * * ♦ » • , ■ » ^ • * * 

u 4 , t • * y 4 / * , 

OooasitteKs 3»- dearly Viet Utah ta orientation* Quat Mid tone of artidea 

appearing May 3 attacking Boo Dai indicates this* . Ctoo papa r 9 Dan Bun# 

♦ . ' ’ 1 . - " ' .’*■ . * . ■ 

Hay 1, reproached feao Sal for having broken with Resistance in Iplto* Quat 

V^i • • 

r % i ,♦ * ? w ' ■ „ f . * 

said change of thta character could com only from Viet Utah* Control of 


*' 


Hevoluticcazy Ccudtteo la shared by Viat Utah and Coe $al< 

■ - * ■ ’ ’ • ♦ * 

* • * « . 

• * * • • 

tO DOita pewer, cetnblifih Ceo Dal as state religion# and a 


arsed 


forces hard core of fetlonal Any# Cocc&ttee is nee for Diset but only as 

• * * . > * * ' ^ 

r # ‘ * * * / - f ‘ “ 

temporary expedient* Jhoel told Qmt Say 1 Dtaa hat bean taken over by 

► * ' * * ‘ • _ * . 1 

••• ‘ ' ■ *•• '■ •' ••• * ; . . * ’ * * 

OoBcdttae* Cassdttoa is asking inroads initotiooal iisy andhas ueedAny 

• ! • . . *'■ : '• . * >% . . v - ... • ■ « * 

. » 1 ’ - - x „ 3 

** # # ' v 

radio to broadcast CoDsjdttoo’B alagans to be used in aefis wetings through 1 ' 

. . ' * \. 1 ■ V 

...... 

. . . 

' ‘ ■ ■ ■ ’ \ ... . • 

out territory* •«, • 

. * •.♦**• ■* 

' * • . . ' • « ‘ 

-• » r . • • 

2* I asked Oust hoe Canelttee could bo countazected* Oust repCLiad h< 

. • - % • . >• • * 

* ’ ♦ 

had talked elth assy pereona during day, all of ebon recognised gravity of 

• * * * * • • * * 

• * * * » 1 • * 

situation and possibility of coeplate. Vlet Kinh control over CMlttee# 

« * . » « 

, * ’ ♦ 

* ■ 1 • ' * 4 _ .1 ^ 

Be said Qlea taai be brought to undarstaztd .the danker of ploying with 


- Caoddttee# 

. . DECLASSIFIED 


•hoold be perauadad to break 



IH! 



* ,«* 

possible, Fhuong should be detached from Committee, but Quet admitted this 

♦ .* * 

' * ♦ • 

would be difficult to accomplish * I told (bat 1 believed Diem recognised 

,-Y: 

danger end wanted to broaden Committee, Quat said he had heard same report 

• . , ■ : /’■ ■ '■ ;• • 

but felt there was no possibility of diluting Coaaitte which is dominated by 

armed thugs* All depsnds now on Dienu If he is truly patriotic and looks 

» • 

to the future, he should out off ConB&ttee’s financial support, all of which 

• i * 

cooes from him. Diem should also censor newspapers which have printed 

\ . ■ • 1 ♦ 

i ■ , 

defaced portraits of Bab Dai and defamatory articles in recent days. He 
should also exert restraining influence on radio. This Is in hlB power since 


anti-Bao Dai campaign could not have been undertaken without hie consent, ‘ 

3. I told Quat I intended see Siam May h to reiterate warning against 

Revolutionary Committee, Meanwhile, I Wished find out as much as possible 

0 

about meaberehip of Coomittee. Quat said that following four of Comn&ites’s 

, , * * , , m0 

0 * * , * 

♦ , » , . 

executive were either motive Viet Mlhh or strongly Viet Minh in politioal 
orientation! 

HO HAH SOH, active Viet Minh. at present) 

* # * 

HHI LANS, with Viet Minh until lgftj 

’ ' > 

DQAH TRUNQ CQN) 

... . j 

HQANO PHO, member of Journalist Guild, i 

• . 1 i 

a i 

Quat commented that whether Committee is Viet Minh or not, it will paralyse 

* • . i 

0 » . , 

present and future Govts, if it continues in existence, and will lead to 

• * * . • 

Revolution. j 

U« X asked Quat his evaluation of effect of recent developments on 

. 1 • * * I 

• * ^ i 

Diem’ 8 prestige, Quat said he had heard very varied comments on this point 

’ . • ■ I 

in different circles, In political circles, it is. felt aetion against Binh 

♦ > • . , « 

Xuyen, while theoretically desirable, has been too costly for population, . 

* •» l * • ] 

Population »» i 

• i 

. i 

* ' • ^ 

, * 'i 

• • 
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Population at large ie generally indifferent dxoept that those mho suffered 
froa hostilities are eabittered against Oort and Binh Xuyan. Certain persons 

eho had suffered at hands of Binh Xuysn fully epprovod Oort action. 

1 . ' 

5 . i Quat If hs thought Diem mould succeed in crashing Binh Xuyen. 

He replied Binh Xuyen t ss result of hostilities, mould have lost one-fourth 
or even one-third of effectives hut mould take to am quia and guerrilla 
vmarf are . National Army millnot be able to mips them out. I said French 

Ij . t ' 

had predicted civil mar in agent Oort moved against Binh Xuyen. Homever, 
there has been no civil mar. Quat said that depends on mhat phrase "civil 
jmar" mesne, ^f it means guerrilla activity* there mill be civil mar. 1 
commented to Quat that guerrillas to be successful need popular support, 
mhereas Binh Xuyen seem to have no such support. Quat indicated he believed 

\ I 

Binh Xuyen could extort supplies end degree of popular acquiescence in 

countryside by force of arms. ' 

6 * I asked Quat if he had been invited to Cannes by Bao Dai. Ho eaid 

he had received nothing official but had heard radio report that he had been 
invited. I asked Quat if he thought Bap Dai should return now to Viet Nam. 

He said he felt Bao Dai, by returning, could counteract some of worst effects 

’ 

of Revolutionary Committee. In fact, he said thinking of his group is that 

♦ 

Bao Dai should return under foliosing programs 

a. Proclanmtion of democratic liberties, mith appropriate safe- 
guards,' covering freedom of political activities and press j 

* 

b. Adoption by referendum of a provisional charter mhich mould 

M $ ' 

be, in effect, a bill of rightsj ' 

c» Constitution of broadly representative National Cbanittee, mhich 


Chamber 




# 

oil mhich mould be upper Chamber! 



t 





• ; 


d» Karly holding of village and provisional elections to bo 

followed in six or seven months by general elections for permanent* fully 

, v, • • - v - ' • 

* - • 

•looted National Assembly. Quat said BaoDai represents an element of 


• • * 


legality on international plane ao against factitious legality of Ho Chi Hinh. 

j . ■ * y * 

. § 

Charter would define trahaitlonal position of Bao Dai but mould not prejudice 


hie eventual role » Host Bao Dai can hope for in long run is to head 

f <K ^ 

' I* * « 

constitutional monarchy* Vt J 

\ !»j y 

7* I commented that if Diem succeeds in crushing Binh Xuyen* be sill 
have gained in international prestige* His victory may make It harder to 

t 

0 * 

induce him to fora representative and effective Oort and my also create 

* 

» • 

serious situation for Bao Dai. Quat replied that Diem is still handling 
Bao Dai cautiously* Mm With respect to Binh Xuyen* Joe it may be said that 

they are no* defeated* if not crushed* and they may be seeking political esoape 

* 

hatch* It mould be good for population if Binh Xuyen could be aliened quietly 

disband and renounce any political claims they may have* since they still 

• ■ » 

• • 

• - 

retain power to sow panic in Saigon and by acts of terrorism can vitiate 

* * 

Diem's success* 

9 

8. Ho said it mould be highly advantageous for planning of Vietnamese 

•* 

Nationalists if % attitude toward Diem could be made dearer* I replied 

. . , # ■ - 

OS Oovt mould continue to back Diem so long as Vietnamese people mere mith 

him* US does not wish to interfere in domestic affairs but mould support 

* ^ • 

* i • > 

popular mill if this could be ascertained. Present US attitude toward 

Diem is favorable owing to his tackling of Binh Xuyen* his honesty* nationalism* 

♦ 

' . 

and other personal characteristics* However* if Vietnamese people wish to 
make change, that is another natter* Quat asked whether I believed DS 
aid mould continue to be made on contingent basis if Vietnamese Nationalists 
succeeded in setting up Oovt on hard* straightforward linos having a minimum 
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practical program with specific data* for realisation. Ha aald what i* 

/ * - 

ntadod is to of fact a complete ref ora of the French colonial ays tom, aechan- 

a . ; 

a • 

lea* of whloh Viethaneso Qovt has Inherited, and to profit by example set 
by Viet is instilling in its adherents sense of abnegation and self- 
effacement* With respect to Dion Oort, Qnat said, to best of his knowledge, 

it was conceived by French Deceofcer $, 19i>3 end was worked out by French 

• • ' • , 

in consultation with Bao Hal during ensuing six months. I told Oust that I 
believed US support would be forthcoming for any non-Communi st Oovt worked 
out and fully supported by Vietnamese people . 
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